FCC 2nd XI Report 
Played 18, Won 3, Drawn 1, Lost 8, Abandoned 6, Points 225 no penalty points.

Runs for 1791, Wickets For 96, Runs Against 2154, Wickets Lost 116.

Players used 32.

A typical English summer greeted us for the start of the new season with no friendlies being played due to the weather, which was great considering we were going into a new league fresh challenges and new players, two weeks later the start of the league season arrived, first game was a wash out against Glynde and Beddingham at home so at least we started the season in a new division unbeaten after 1 game with

points on the board. 1 game unbeaten became two as the much anticipated local derby verses Goring was called off by the council on the Thursday when it was wet and horrible. Friday then turned into summer and Saturday was a glorious day but no cricket for the 2nd eleven. Still a few more points and still unbeaten.

Saturday the 19th May a home game against Haywards Heath, the weather during the week was lovely and surely we were going to get a game. Saturday came and 22 men scorers and umpires turned up and actually started and finished a game. The captain went out to toss the coin and won the toss, wandered back to the pavilion and was greeted by the players asking did you win the toss, yes was the response and all of my 10 players disappeared into the changing room. I followed them and asked what they were doing, well you won the toss so we must be fielding, no new season different approach. Batting first we managed a good 209 in 53 overs for 9 wickets, notable performances were by Legge 38, Smithy 26 and a late flourish of runs from Curtis 16, Mark Byerley 16, Growler 15 and Ryan Meighan 18. In response Haywards Heath ended on 146 – 9 off their 47 overs, Wickets collected by Chappers, Boxy, Ryan and Legge. A drawn game so still unbeaten and very unlucky not to win the game.

Ifield away was the next game with everyone really looking forward to the trip, Winning the toss on what was a lovely day in the picturesque village of Ifield!!!! With a football tournament on the ground at the same time a lovely day was to be had by all. We batted first and managed a very poor 124 all out off 43.2 overs, with Growler opening the batting and getting 30 and Curt showing his improvement scoring 38. In response Ifield smashed their way to 125 for 4 off 24.5 overs, not a good day at the office although we did get back to the club in time to see the 1st team win on the last ball of the match.

2nd June brought Roffey to Long Furlong, In the absence of Smithy(due to his sister being inconsiderate and having her wedding during the cricket season) Mark Byerley took on the captaincy, losing the toss and being inserted was not a bad thing getting 209 – 7 off 53 Boxy 53, Curt 28, Coxy 23, Judgy 45, and Dunks 25. A good start with the ball had the visitors at 42-2 but then they finished the game off with 4 overs to

spare 4 wickets down. Some big positives to take from the game but showed the class that crops up in this league.

9th June Captain back won the toss and with all the alcohol had the week before forgot the new regime and decided to bowl, Although it turned into a great plan as we bowled Pulborough out for 156 in the last over. Wickets shared apart from Chappers who took 3. In response a great start meant we were 38-1, Boxy scoring 47 left us in a great position at 93-3, but unfortunately the last seven wickets fell too cheaply and

we were bowled out for 131 disappointing but an improvement. Away to Bexhill was the next game, Which Mark took charge of, Bexhill won the toss and elected to bat

scoring a good 239 – 8 off 50 overs, Growler picking up three wickets. In response we didn’t recover from a bad start although Spider 35, and Tiger 40, put together a good stand of 71 for the 4th wicket however we never recovered and were bowled out by a very good team for 134 in 39.1 overs.

Home to St James Montefiore was the next challenge for us, Losing the toss we were sent into bat, Legge 42 and Spider 39 showing the youngsters how to do it got us off to a good start, only Smithy and Redders both with 26 added anything of note and we were bowled out for 161 off 50.3 overs. In response St James made the total look like 50 as they passed 161 in the 44th over for the loss of only 3 wickets, back to the

drawing board!

Almost at the half way point and still hoping for a first Win we had a local trip to Sidley, Winning the toss I chose to field first as Mark was unavailable and I had to keep wicket, get it over and done with was the decision. A great start by FCC who took a wicket in the second over on what looked to be a great pitch to bat on, At 100-2 my team were asking why we fielded first which if I’m honest I couldn’t answer, enter James Ballamy with the ball, 100-2 became 199 all out thanks to James’ 7-68 off 17.4 overs, special mentions from this day go to Tom Blake the opening bowler who broke after 3 overs but managed to bowl 6 in the end, and of course JC for the best drop we have seen in the twos for a very long time. Anyway in response a poor start had us in trouble at 54-4 Spider steadied the ship with 18 until we were 62-5 Tom Blake the opening Bowler!  Then put on a stand of 100 with the captain before getting caught for a great 46, 188-7 then had man of the moment James Ballamy come to the crease and finish the game off with a Dilshan scoop for 2 up the hill, first win and a great game of cricket, Smithy finishing with 79 not out.

So half way stage of the season 2nd to bottom but with no relegation (so we thought) not the best .

Glynde away first game of the second half, On a green and wet pitch we bowled first and with a comment of that won’t be expensive by Mark Byerley after dropping the opener, Glynde went on to score 219 all out. I have to say the funny part of the day was the times sports editor watching from the clubhouse and commenting on our opening bowler via twitter being rather angry and competitive. No names mentioned.

Growler bowled very well but was unlucky only to pick up 1 wicket, Ryan Meighan picking up 3 wickets. In response at 81-7 it wasn’t looking good until Chappers 40, and Mark Byerley 20, smashed the bowling to all parts until the rain came down and the match had to be abandoned. We ended on 143-7 off 34 overs, if it hadn’t of rained Chappers and Mark said they would have won the game for us and I for one believed them.

Goring at home was the next game, after a cancelled game at the beginning of the season a chance to play our rivals, rained all week game cancelled.

Haywards Heath away another wet day but a definite chance of a game, Arriving at HH to find standing water, never the less we were going to play, Growler bowled very well and picked up 6-90 off 26 overs owing mainly to the failed Zanussi and his really good mood. At 129-9 HH were in trouble and there was a massive edge heard by all including the rest of their team but not by their umpire or the batsmen!! HH 171-9 dec in 53 overs. In response a great start by Legge 24, backed up by Spider 27, unfortunately Spider was run out by the Captain who realises now how important that wicket was as it cost us the win, we were bowled out for 124 in 29.5 overs. Sorry Team

Ifield at home next up, Ifield won the toss and decided to bat mainly as only 5 of them had arrived by the start time, a great bowling display from Legge 3-31 off 15 and Judgy 6-17 off 13.2 overs resulted in Ifield being bowled out for 128 in 52.3 overs. In response choker aka Curtis 37, and Judgy 21, polished off the win in 34 overs losing 6 wickets a great, and as it turns out important, win.

Roffey away the next test, unfortunately due to the weather another game cancelled although we probably got more points than we would have done.

Pulborough away next journey, Winning the toss and inserting the opposition Legge picked up 4-50 from 18 overs and James Ballamy 2-30 off 13, Pulborough scoring 171 – 8 off their 53 overs. A good pitch so every chance of chasing the score down, However first ball we were 1 down, we lost wickets at regular intervals and if it wasn’t for Legge 51, Ballamy 24, and Dunks 20 we would have not got anywhere near 100, losing the match after being bowled out for 129 off 41.4 overs.

With the absence of around 20 players from all teams Bexhill at home brought in some older faces to the 2nd eleven and with Smithy missing it was left to Legge to captain the side, Legge lost the toss although he told the Bexhill captain what they were doing before the coin was thrown in the air, Nobby 34 and Legge 23 were apart from extras the only players to make double figures we were bowled out for 84 in 29.5 overs, In reply Bexhill knocked the total off for the loss of 1 wicket taken by Joe Childs, in 16.5 overs. Game finished before tea.

Club weekend arrived and for the first time the 2nds have been at home for 5 years, no one told this to mother nature, wash out followed, no game.

Last game of the season brought Sidley to Long Furlong, Legge in charge once again, Sidley won the toss and elected to Bat, Wickets shared fairly evenly although Dunks 2, Spokes 2 and Judgy 3. Bowling Sidley out for 140 in 50.1 overs. In reply a great 75 runs from Blakey, Legge 26* and Curt 24 ment FCC romped home losing only 2 wickets in 23.4 overs a fantastic win to end a difficult season. Finishing 4th from bottom in the end. This was even better when we found out that the bottom two from our division go down which was great to find out at the end of the season rather than at the beginning. I’m sure that the team and the club have learnt a lot from our first year in the 2nd division of the county league.

Thanks as always go to the players who have supported myself and the other captains through a tough year, The players called up at the last minute to help out. The Scorers Shelia Chapman, Nigel Lambert, Adrian Dunkley, Debbie Demetriou and anyone else who put pen to paper. The Umpires, Alan Higgins, Steve Duffield who put a finger back in to its socket at Haywards Heath, Paul Judges and anyone else who gave my players out. To Paul Judges as team secretary helping us get 11 players each week and constantly chasing people who couldn't manage to fill out the availability sheet. All the Wives, Girlfriends, Mothers, Fathers, Boyfriends(flatmates!!) and anyone else who did teas, Elaine for the team sheets etc, and to Barry Meaney, James Iago and Peter Hughes. The Wine Committee, Social Committee and the

main Committee. Junior Managers and all the coaches. Many thanks to the people who came to support and or drove my players to the games without any of you we wouldn’t be able to play the games and without every one involved we would not have a great cricket club like FCC.

Thanks for reading, Merry Christmas to you all and I wish you all a Happy New Year and I look forward to seeing you all next year for another fantastic season at FCC and hopefully a successful one both on and off the pitch.

Smithy

Come on you Horses.
