3rd XI 2012
Newly promoted, we had to wait to get our first taste of West Sussex Invitation League Div 5, as dreadful weather washed out the first two weeks. Crucially, considering how Div 5 finished, there was a miraculous dry(ish) patch in Rustington on the 3rd weekend of the season - we got a game in, and we won. Whilst we were collecting 30 points, everyone else was cancelled. Against a bowling attack so young Owen Cave was classed as a veteran second-change seamer (I’m not joking), Rustington struggled to 143 all out. Matt Spokes continued where he left off in the previous season, taking 4-31 and Gordon Corree accounted for the late middle

order with 3-24. After losing 3 early wickets, our chase could have gone horribly

wrong, but Lewis (53), Nicholls (39) and Beale (26) ensured we got there.

The following fixture was a home game against Portslade 2nd XI, which we lost by 42 runs despite a superb all-round performance from Bradley Beale: 11-5-20-4 followed by 77* out of our total of 113 all out.

Game three was away at Horsham Trinity 2nd XI, a side that were also promoted last season. We put them in, and Spokes, Hoare and Henman quickly removed the top 5. Jack Pierce, in his first senior game, then came on to bowl. HT were all out for 89 soon afterwards, with Pierce’s figures 5-1-14-5. Lewis and Hadlow then saw us home by 9 wickets. 

After that great performance in the field came a home fixture against Himani in which we conceded 287-5 in just 43 overs. Ouch. In reply, Jason Nicholls (82) and Jack Woods (51) set up a decent finish, with James Henman (35*) seeing us to 244-9 and honours even.

We lost for the second time of the season against Steyning 3rd XI – Matt Spokes and Bradley Beale took 4 wickets each in their total of 165 all out, and Jason Nicholls again batted well, making 76 off 81 balls, but we were bowled out 31 runs short.

A very similar game and a very similar result (a 20 run loss) followed against St Matthias – we bowled them out for 160 (Beale, Henman and Spokes taking 3 wickets each) but only one of our team, this time Mark Higgins with 60, made a significant contribution with the bat.

After those 2 defeats came two successive victories. Against Lancing Manor, a veteran top 3 (Coulson, Hawke, Legge) got us to 179 all out, and we then bowled them for 106 (Legge and Hawke sharing 5 wickets). We thought we’d played on some very wet pitches until our away fixture against Ram. This one took it to a whole new level, and with an outfield to match it was never going to be a high scoring game. I lost of the toss, and we batted. As it was, the pitch played reasonably, and we got to 155 thanks largely to Nick White making 53. We then bowled them out for 110.

We then got washed out again, before having a run of three very tight games. We lost by two wickets against Portslade, despite Jack Pierce’s outstanding bowling (11-3-20-7), we hung for a draw against Horsham Trinity with Spokes and Corree surviving the last few balls, and we then lost a low-scoring game to Himani by 2 runs. This latter game was notable for Alex Norman’s bowling (12.1.-3-18-5, including a hat-trick) and the fact that we somehow contrived to lose – chasing 136, we were 92-3 before collapsing to 134 all out.

We now only had two games of the season left and with several teams all vying for

promotion, it was crucial that we won them both to ensure we finished in the top three. Well, we got it half right. We beat Steyning 3rds by 6 wickets after another great team bowling performance – Norman 13-7-11-2, Spokes 10.4-1-35-3, Caughlin 7-4-6-1, Henman 7-0-15-3.

The season then ended badly as we were crushed by promotion rivals St. Matthias by 130 runs in our final game. On the hottest day of the year, they won the toss and batted. This was important as it allowed us to take 8 wickets and pick up some valuable points. We were then bowled out for just 106, despite trying to hang on at the end for a draw. With all the other teams having a fixture on the last weekend of the season, we had to wait on other teams’ results. The punch line was that St. Matthias lost their last game and missed out on promotion by 1 point, as the top four teams in the division were separated by just 4 points.

Thanks as usual to the umpires and scorers - Higgins, Chapman, Judges, and Sheila and Debbie. Paul Judges worked tirelessly as usual to make sure we had eleven on the field each week, which was sometimes tricky to say the least. Thanks to Jamie Lewis for skippering in my absence (and winning a lot too!) and to the other seniors who contributed to running the side in what was often a difficult and very rainy season. That we played in some thrilling matches and got promoted is a fitting reward for your efforts.

Look out Div 4...
