FINDON CRICKET CLUB
CHAIRMANS REPORT 2013
My third year as Chairman now complete and we can look back with pride on a very successful season. The first eleven just missed out on promotion to the Premier League, whilst the seconds and thirds both got promoted. The Captains of those teams will provide more detail to the season in their own reports but we can reflect on  much improved performances, especially from the firsts and seconds who were both at the other end of the table in the previous season. We even had the luxury of having two ‘overseas’ players last season and we may even get Crosy back for next season. The club were pleased to have both Sam and Crosy playing for us but there is no intention to regularly engage the services of oversea’s players. We are happy to have them so long as they become ‘normal’ fee paying members. The ethos of the club has always been to promote from within and club funds do not allow for the ‘employment’ of any playing members. Sadly there are many other clubs within the Sussex Cricket League who seem committed to the route of ‘buying’ success. Thanks to our investment in the junior section our success has come from within and this is something we will continue to invest in. Elaine Judges is stepping as junior manager this year, after ten years in charge. During her time, many of the current senior squad have come through the junior ranks and on behalf of the club I would like to thank her for all the time she devoted to our juniors. Whilst talking about the juniors I must mention some notable performances from them during last season. Curtis Howell broke in to the first team and scored his first centuries for the club. Firstly in a Sunday friendly fixture and then for Second XI in their final league match of the season, where he scored 141, ably assisted by Ben Hornby, another junior product, who scored 95. Always nice to beat Ifield ! Jack Pierce made his second team debut and continued to terrify batsmen with his late in duckers and took 5 for 6 and 4 for 4 in the SJCF. Final mention must go to Tom Lawson who broke many club records by scoring 200 not out in a SJCF fixture.
Off the field, we made a significant investment in covers, which coincided with a long dry spell ! We have also invested in square renovations and our machinery, and hope that Ben Harwood will be back from New Zealand in time to continue his good work on the square. We have also replaced all the posts around the ground and replaced the carpet in the clubhouse. However, all this investment has left the club bank accounts rather bare. So, with this in mind, your committee will be recommending some changes to our membership fee’s at the AGM. These have remained largely unchanged for a while now but with diminishing returns from the bar, we have to act to ensure the club stays solvent and that we can continue to invest in our facilities. Changes in people’s lifestyles have led to some of our Social Events being less well attended than hoped for. The Social Committee, led by Ali G, are always looking for new members and new idea’s, so don’t be shy !   

At the time of writing this report our Test team are getting a good hiding in the Ashes but with the Bridson families arrival in Oz, for the Sydney test I am hoping for a revival of fortunes, although if it seems we are heading for a ‘whitewash’, I understand that all three boys are taking their kit.

And finally…………….. rumours of my impending retirement are grossly exaggerated. Whilst my availability was limited, last season, due to my knee injury, I do hope to be back playing next season.   

Too many to name individually, but a big thank you to all members of the committee, managers, coaches, umpires, scorers and everyone else who have contributed to the successful running of the Club this year.

With best wishes to you and your families for a happy and healthy 2014. 

Gary Howell

Chairman

December 2013





