FINDON CRICKET CLUB
CHAIRMANS REPORT 2014
My fourth year as Chairman now complete and we can look back with a mixture of feelings. Things on the field will be discussed by the various captains in their own reports, but suffice to say that we have had more successful seasons, although this club of ours is about far more than just being successful on the pitch. If we were to measure our success by the bar takings then we had a very successful season. The maturing of our junior members into the senior teams only bodes well for the future. Our Club Captain and Second XI skipper will not be standing next year which will give a new opportunity for some of our younger playing members to take the club forward. What is really important is that we find a new Treasurer to replace Gary Knight, who has done a sterling job over the last couple of seasons and the club is in a reasonably strong financial position.
Off the field, we continue to make further investment in the playing facilities and will be shortly taking delivery of a new outfield mower to replace the one that blew up, during the season. Thanks to Eddie, our grounds man, and the generosity of Worthing Golf Club, we survived the season using borrowed equipment. It was a difficult season, as we were badly let down, by SJK who decided to terminate our contract without notice, but thanks to Eddie, we managed to survive ! We did have some problems with the outfield but we have taken measures to resolve. Hopefully the rabbits and moles will not be such a problem for the forthcoming season. 

We also suffered a break in towards the end of the season and I would like to thank all those that helped out in making the club secure again. At the time of writing we are still awaiting the bar door being replaced but are close to be able to finalise our insurance claim. Unfortunately, our remoteness leaves us open to the social dregs of our society. 
And finally, as Trevor MacDonald used to say, I stated last year that I had no intention of hanging up my bat just yet, but my knee’s seem to be telling me otherwise ! Fortunately, or not, I still retain my sense of humour and hope that my extensive gym work will enable me to grace the field of play, at least occasionally. The premature loss of Phil Hughes united the cricketing world in grief and highlights to me what a magnificent sport we are all part of. Play hard on the field but continue to enjoy the social side, off it, with your mates, officials and the opposition. You never know when that might be taken away. 
Too many to name individually, but a big thank you to all members of the committee, managers, coaches, umpires, scorers and everyone else who have contributed to the successful running of the Club this year.

With best wishes to you and your families for a happy and healthy 2015. 

Gary Howell

Chairman
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