FINDON CC 1ST XI REPORT 2014
Before summarising the 2014 season I would once again like to pass on my sincere thanks to certain individuals for making my job far easier than it would have been had they not given up a huge amount of time and effort.  Thanks to PJ for ensuring every weekend all 3 teams produced a side.  We had many conversations over the season with regards to availability of players and quality of players available, which is something I will talk about later on.  The majority of these conversations took place while he was in his second office (his car) driving up and down the M23!  A thankless task but one that I am extremely grateful for and without his support the club would have most certainly struggled to produce 3 teams on a weekly basis.  Simon Jordan for taking on the role as 1st team scorer, again a task that I would not relish (especially given some of the results) however, he did keep coming back for more, for which I am ever thankful for.  Elaine Judges, for stepping in when Simon was not available, I thank you both.  Mike Metters for taking on the unofficial role as 1st team coach (unless he was watching the Albion get beaten!).  His enthusiasm and mentoring of the younger members of the side is exactly what is required.  All these jobs are all too often taken for granted and I can only thank you for everything you have done not only for me but for the club as a whole.  Finally, a huge thanks to the players, especially those who turned out week in week out as well as those who travelled down from university or work, your commitment and dedication throughout a tough season was and is much appreciated.
Now on to the cricket!  It has to be said we found ourselves in a slightly different position this season as we did in the last.  From potential promotion to potential relegation.  Why?  I believe it’s as simple as the availability of quality players and playing in a side that changed by 4 or 5 players every week.  Gone are the days where we as a club are spoilt for choice of quality players, the club simply doesn’t have them and even more concerning is the amount of real quality coming through.  All this is fine if the club are happy to coast along playing in the second or third tier of the Sussex League, or potentially even lower.  Or does the club have ambition and want to succeed and push to play premier league cricket?  If it does, then overseas players must be considered, recruitment of players and coaching within the club.  A decision only the club can make!
The season started with rain!  The first league match against newly promoted Lindfield.  Unfortunately, the weather played a massive role.  We did however manage a T20 game but performed well below are best and lost.  The second game against demoted Chichester proved a successful one chasing down 193 in 35 over’s, with Toby K and Glen B doing the damage scoring 81* and 62* respectively.  We lost our next 2 games to Middleton CC and Worthing CC both games saw us under perform with the bat and although we fought hard and bowled exceptionally well we went down by 3 wickets in both fixtures.
A trip to Crowhurst was the next adventure with what was a relatively inexperienced side!  We found ourselves chasing 183 on a decent deck with small boundaries.  We made a complete mess of the whole thing and were struggling to hold out for a draw. Growler and I managed to bat 17 over’s at the end to hold out.  How mightily disappointed they were not to have won, as would I have been, 17 over’s at the chairman and someone who’s not scored a run in years!  The following week we hosted Goring and won comfortably, which was a vital 30 points, and potentially imperative to our survival.
Bilingshurst was probably the most disappointing game I’ve played in for a long time.  We were bowled out for not too much more than 100 and lost by 10 wickets.  We failed to turn up on day, but what was more disappointing was the lack of fight in our bowling and fielding performance.  I used some pretty poor language in the dressing room after, as I’m sure those who played will remember!  My fondest memory of the day was Felix and his hay fever!
The final 2 games of the first half of the season saw the Ifield game cancelled due to rain and us draw with St James, the only highlights from the St James fixture was JR’s 69 and Jack M 49.
We kicked off the second half of the season by welcoming Lindfield to Long Furlong, an extremely disappointing display meant we were bowled out for 99 and lost the fixture by 5 wickets.
The following 3 fixtures were Chichester, Middleton and Worthing.  The highlight of the Chichester game was Ben Coulson and Toby K having to pay for parking! The Middleton fixture was a great one.  Middleton who were currently unbeaten in the league set us 250, which is a pretty formidable target to chase down, especially at Findon.  However, we managed to do just that, primarily down to Jack M who scored a fantastic 115.  We managed to scramble home off the last ball and took all 30 points.  The best game of cricket I have played in for a while.  The jubilation was short lived, when we went to the Manor Ground the following week, having bowled Worthing out for 158 we could only manage 90 in reply!  Thoroughly disappointing.
The final 4 fixtures saw us beat Crowhurst Park comfortably with Glen B scoring a great 75. We then lost to Goring and Billingshurst on the bounce, which meant we needed a result against Ifield in our penultimate fixture.  Fortunately, we beat them comfortably, Harry M scored a great 125* as well as taking 5 for 47 wickets.  This win ultimately cemented our place in the league.  The final game of the season we lost comfortably to St James with very little positive to come from it.
In my final season as Club Captain and 1st team Captain it has been one of mixed feelings and at times hugely frustrating.  In order for any side to perform it must maintain a set of core players and for whatever reason we didn’t have that this year.  Although, it has to be said I have enjoyed and feel immensely privileged to have been given the opportunity to have captained such a great cricket club as Findon.  I am now looking forward to playing under the next Club Captain who ever that may be and hopefully return to taking plenty of wickets and maybe a few runs!
