FINDON CRICKET CLUB
CHAIRMANS REPORT 2012

My second year as Chairman  and the main topic of conversation has to be weather related ! This was one of the wettest summers that I can remember, which was very disappointing, given the early promise that April sunshine bought. We were extremely grateful that Ben Harwood returned as groundsman, working for Clive Moore, and given the weather did extremely well to provide us with some excellent pitches. Ben will be working for us directly next season and we are hoping for a much drier summer ! We were also pleased to welcome Elaine Judges back in the role of Junior Manager, as I think everyone realised how big her shoes really are. I have said it before, and will no doubt say it again, but the juniors are the lifeblood of our club, as can be seen by the number of ex colts currently filling positions in the senior teams, especially the first team. We continue to invest in new coaches and whilst we can never remain complacent, should take the time to realise how far forward we have come over recent years. Tim Woods took over the bar this year and whilst I haven’t seen the final accounts yet know that under his leadership we had a very successful year. This was aided by the number of events organised by the Social Committee, under Kat Chapmans leadership. Kat will be standing down this year, hopefully to spend more time behind the other side of the bar. Our membership secretary, Pete Chapman, will also be standing down but he needs no encouragement to spend any more time at the bar. The Chapman family have spent many years on various committee roles and I was pleased to be able to announce Pete as a Life Member at Dinner Dance, a well deserved recognition of his contribution to Findon Cricket Club. Alan Higgins will also be stepping down, as due to his work commitments, cannot attend many of the monthly meetings. We hope to be able to welcome him back soon. Iain Swalwell, our club Secretary will also be standing down, having spent many years with various roles on the committee, including Chairman and he will be a very difficult person to replace. Nick Hawke has been our fixture secretary for several years and will also be standing down, although given the nature of this role we have already taken steps to cover his position. At the forth coming AGM we hope to be able fill all of these roles. These are important positions, that need to be filled, so please encourage anyone who might be interested in filling one of them. Contact myself or any member of the committee, if you would like more details on what is involved.  It is always good to have fresh faces on the committee and enables the club to move forward.  Those standing down deserve a rest and the clubs thanks for all their hard work.

The playing side has been covered by the other reports but I would like to summarise. I think that maintaining our status in Division 2 was a major success, something, some other West Sussex teams have failed to achieve. Thirds were again promoted and the VKO team got through to the National stages. I believe this shows the club are moving in the right direction and will hopefully encourage new players to join. As a committee we are actively looking at improving our playing facilities in the hope of attracting new players. Last season saw new sightscreens and we will be reviewing options for covers. We are also in the process of installing new carpet in the clubhouse. I would like to encourage all members, to sell the benefits of our club to ensure it’s continued success.

And finally…………….. at our Christmas Curry, Santa kindly provided me with a new book of jokes, so you can all look forward to being royally entertained at next seasons Dinner Dance.   

Thank you to all members of the committee and to all those who have contributed to the running of the Club this year.

With best wishes to you and your families for a happy and healthy 2013. 

Gary Howell

Chairman
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